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carried free, and private letters at \ anna each.    The mails are carried by runners.
Of famines prior to 1899-1900 there is very little on record. In 1869-70 there was severe distress ; 68 per cent, of the cattle are said to have perished, about 2,000 persons emigrated, and 9,000 died, mostly from fever or scurvy. There was scarcity in 1877-8, 1891-2, and 1895-6. The famine of 1899-1900 was a severe one; the rainfall was about half the average, and practically no rain fell after the middle of July. Relief works were started in September, 1899, and continued till August, 1900; 880,000 units were relieved on works, and 157,000 gratuitously, at a cost of Rs. 77,600. Land revenue was remitted and suspended, advances were made, and loans were given to the jaglrdars. Owing to the absence of fodder 66 per cent, of the cattle died, but among human beings deaths from starvation or the immediate effects of insufficient food were comparatively few.
The chiefship is administered  by the Raja Dhiraj, assisted  by a
Kamdar.    Under the latter are a Revenue Collector   . .   . .
, r       , 7   .,_                                                      Administration.
and four tahsildars.
In the administration of justice the courts are guided generally by the codes of British India. The lowest courts are those of the tahsildarS) two of whom have the powers of a third-class magistrate, while three decide civil suits not exceeding Rs. 50 in value. Over them are the Faujdari (criminal) and Dlwdni (civil) courts, presided over by two officials called hakims. The former can sentence to three years3 imprisonment and Rs. 500 fine, while the latter decides suits not exceeding Rs. 3,000 in value. Both hear appeals against the decisions of tahsildars. Over them is the Judicial Officer, who has the powers of a Court of Session except that he does not hear appeals, and decides suits not exceeding Rs. 5,000 in value. Lastly, there is the Mahakma khas, which is the final appellate authority, and disposes of all cases beyond the powers of the Judicial Officer, subject to the proviso that all cases of heinous crime involving the punishment of death or imprisonment for life are reported to the Political Agent and disposed of in accordance with his advice.
The formal revenue of the chiefbhip is nearly 3 lakhs, the chief sources being: land, about 1-7 lakhs; cotton-press, Rs. 29,000; customs, Rs. 17,000; and payments by jdgirdars, Rs. 8,500. The normal expenditure is about 2-6 lakhs, the chief items being : civil and judicial staff, 1-4 lakhs; private and household expenditure, Rs. 46,000; troops and police, Rs. 11,000; and tribute, Rs. 10,000. These figures relate also to the estate of Kachhola,
The coins current in the chiefship are the British, the Chiton of Mewar, and the Gyarah sana or Igarah sana. The latter is a local coin